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DDA 74-5036
50 DEC 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence

SUBJECT : Requests for Information Concerning Agency Activities'

1. Reference is made to the morning meeting request of 2 December
1974 that I look into the possibility of developing a bibliography of
unclassified articles on Agency activities, which might be released to
private citizens requesting information concerning Agency activities.  STAT
It is understood that the proposal was advanced by Mr. | |
a member of your Management Advisory Group.

2. 1 arranged for an officer to falk to Mr| |who STAT

expressed the view that substantive press articles concerning CIA should
be indexed and the bibliographic data should be retained in a computer
system. When a letter requesting information is received by your Office,
the requester could be provided with a listing of recent useful artlcles
whether they are favorable or unfavorable to the organization.

3. Our research on this question brought forth the following points:

a. Central Reference Service, DDI does not have an appropriate
computer system to handle this requirement, and it is not feasible
to piggyback it on the proposed SAFE computer program.

b. CRS is shorthanded, with professionals working 100-150 hours
of uncompensated overtime a week to keep up with existing require-
ments for clipped articles.-

c. The clipping service sponsored by Mr. Angus Thuermer has
restricted capabilities because of a very small staff; it is designed
to perform a limited function in keeping senior Agency officials -
generally informed; and additional personnel would be required if
there is going to be a requirement to focus on articles concerning
the Agency.

d. The Office of Training has a responsibility in the "briefing"
area, but they do not have the manpower to review articles about the
Agency.

e. It is understood that there is an average of about one out-

side request per week, and most of these are from students at the
secondary school level.
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4. As with the suggestion that we have an up-to-date unclassified
STAT  film about the Agency, the proposal falls into the 'mice to
have" category. I submit tmat:

a. The volume certainly does not justify computerization. CL}J"’QN&/

b. This is not a priority issue, particularly at this time of .
scarce financial and persomnel resources. '

C. Serious students could certainly research the topic and
come up with books and articles which present all points of view.
Any reference material from the Agency could be construed as
"biased."

d. We could be accused of conducting a “'public relations" or
"public information' program, and it was your public position at
the Los Angeles World Affairs Council in May 1974 that we are not
in that business.

5. In effect, I recommend that we punt on this proposal. If you
still think the matter should be pursued in modified form, then I would
suggest that Angus Thuermer check the possibility of increasing the size
of his staff to cover this new requirement.

STAT

John F. Blake
Deputy Director
for
Administration
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CLUA 74-8936
30 DEC 1974

MEOPAIE PORY  Pivector of fentral Inteliicence

SUBINCT T Toguosts for Information Concerning Agency Activitiss

1. Teference is rade to the morning meeting request of Z Nererer
1974 that I look inte the possibility of developing a bibliccraphy ¢f

£

unclassified articles on Agency activities, which mipht be released to

private citizens reguesting information concerndar Ag jyvities
It is understood that the pronosal wes advance! by lir,
a merber of your Vanarerent Advisory Growp. ‘

. 1 arrenged for an officer to tall te Mr. whio
axpressed the view that substantive press articles concerning CIA should
ke infexed and the bibliographic data should be vetsived in a corputer
system. Shwen a letter recussting informatior is received by your Office,
T requester could be provided with a gtivr of recent usefinl articles,
whether they are faverable or infsveralilc to the organization,

S Dur research on this guestion hroupi® forth the felloving points:

%. Central Referonce Seyvice, I does rot have an aparopriate
CorpUleT system to handle this vequirement, and it is not feasible
te piggyback it on the proposed SAYY computer nrogranm.

b (B8 13 shorthanded, with professionals working 103-158% hours
of imocrpensated overtise 2 wesk to keep wp with existine reguire-
mepts for clipped articles.

¢. The clipping service sponsored by M. Angus Thuwereor hLae
restricted canabilities because of n very small stafi: it §s Josiened
to perform a limited function in keeping senior Agancy officinis
zenerally informed: and additional persormel would be reiprired i€
there is going to be & requirement to focus on articles concerning

. The Office of Training has & responsibility in the *bricfing
area, but they do not have the manpower to review articles about the

_® It is understood that there is an averere of about oue out-
side request per week, and most of these are from students at the
secondary school level,
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STAT 4, As with tho supgestion that we have an up-to-date wnclassified
£i1m about the Amency, the[ | propesal falls into the “afice 0
Lave’t catepory. 1 submit that:

3. The volume certaivly dogs not justify computerization.

b, “This is not a nriority issue, particularly at this tipe of
scarcs finepcial and pevsormel resources. :

c. Serdous stwients could certainly research the topic and
came 1 with hocks and articles which present all points of view,
iifii}’ mgamme material from the Agency could be construed as
“hiased.”

4. Wo could be accused of conducting a “public relations™ or
“rublic informetion” program, and it was your mblic position at
the los Angeles World Affsirs Council in May 1574 that we are not
in that business,

5. In effact, T recormend that we mmt on this proposal, If you
still think the patter should be pursued in modified forw, then I would
suppest that Angus Thuermer check the nessibility of incrsssing the size
of his staff to cover this new requiresent,

o TP Tl
Jof Jow T Ticka

Jorr: F. Ulake
Demity Director

- for
Afmindstration

cer DI

z:@»rmi |:yéc (24 Dec 74)
Distribution:
Orig & 1 - Addressee
1 -0l
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NEWTON
22 October 1974
STAT

" Ms, Barbara Newton

‘Dear i{s, Newton,

Thank you for your letter of Septeaber 30
‘addressed to Mr. Colby. :

Mr. Colby has asked nme io send you a copy of
his speech made before the Fund for Peace conference
on September 13. The conference' topic was "CIA and
Covert Activities”. At.the end of his statement, Mr.
Colby spoke about the subject of Chile. I think you
will find this helpful in your research.

Sincerely,

Angus MaclLean ThueTaer
- Assistant to the Director

Inc. .
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Director,
Central Intelligasnce Agency
Fasningtdn, D.C. -

L3 a result of a political science course entitled "Cnilean
Revolution" in wnich L am Curre ntly envollea at Emory and
Yenry College, I am writing = researcn papsr on "covert CT{

2ctivivies in Chili".

After reacing various newspaper articles, weekly nerslatters
callea Latin America, several booxks on the Ailende years

(amons wnich are Disasser in Cnili by Les Zvans ana Tne thitean

Doaa to Sociatisw by Dale L. Jonnson), and several‘boons abnut
tThe Lentral lnveilizence Agency (such as Lhe Tnvisidle wovesn--
ﬁavid “ias and Thomat B. Ross and The Senresr Team oy

~ Prouby), it o= to me that I was pernads
side ol a ™~y story.

to T2 whle

onrusihle

Ea - o 5 o~ P o
Paanle o ve 1 vory much Doy vone assl) stante,
RN 2Ty L !

Jory Ly oura

,@Mw mm

Tarhare Sowhbon

~
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